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I. Abstract: 
Mythic Jurisprudence examines the intricate relationship between law and mythology, aiming 
to unravel the underlying connections and disparities between these two distinct realms of 
human understanding. This interdisciplinary study delves into the ways in which myths and 
legal systems shape human behavior, societal norms, and the concept of justice. 

Drawing on a comprehensive analysis of various mythologies and legal traditions across 
cultures and time periods, this research highlights the pervasive influence of mythology on 
legal systems. Myths often serve as the foundation of legal principles, with their narratives 
providing moral and ethical guidance, establishing norms, and reinforcing social order. 
Conversely, legal frameworks also affect the myths themselves, shaping their interpretation 
and cultural significance. 

The study explores the symbiotic relationship between law and mythology, examining how 
mythological archetypes and themes permeate legal systems and legal discourse. It 
investigates the role of mythic narratives in the development of legal concepts such as 
punishment, reward, restitution, and the idea of divine justice. By analyzing the similarities and 
disparities between legal and mythological frameworks, this research seeks to elucidate the 
shared symbolic and cultural significance they possess. 

Furthermore, this study addresses the inherent challenges and implications arising from the 
convergence and divergence of law and mythology. It examines the potential conflicts between 
legal reasoning and mythical symbolism, as well as the impact of legal modernization on the 
preservation of mythological elements within legal systems. 

Ultimately, Mythic Jurisprudence aims to bridge the gap between law and mythology, shedding 
light on the complex interplay between these two spheres of human thought. By unraveling 
their intertwined nature, this research offers valuable insights into the cultural, psychological, 
and historical dimensions that shape legal systems, expanding our understanding of the 
profound influence of mythology on the administration of justice. 

Keywords – mythology, human behavior , law and mythology, cultures, ethics 

 

 

II. Introduction : 
Law and mythology, two seemingly distinct 

realms, have been intertwined throughout 
human history, giving rise to the concept of 
mythic jurisprudence. Law encompasses a 

system of rules and regulations that govern 
society, while mythology consists of a collection 
of narratives, beliefs, and traditions that shape 
cultural identity. The relationship between law 
and mythology is rich and complex, with 
historical connections that date back to ancient 
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civilizations. This article aims to unravel the gap 
between law and mythology, exploring their 
historical connections, examining the influence 
of mythology on legal systems, and 
contemplating the significance of mythic 
elements in contemporary jurisprudence. 

By delving into the ancient law codes and 
the role of mythology in their formulation, we 
can understand how divine lawgivers and 
mythological figures have shaped legal 
concepts and principles. The influence of 
mythology is not limited to ancient times; it can 
also be observed in legal symbolism, rituals, 
and ceremonies. Mythology has played a role in 
shaping moral and ethical frameworks, both in 
ancient societies and in contemporary legal 
systems. 

Furthermore, mythic elements continue to 
exist in modern jurisprudence, influencing legal 
interpretation, metaphor, and the development 
of legal frameworks. Cultural identity and legal 
pluralism are also deeply intertwined with 
mythology, as indigenous legal systems often 
have mythic foundations. Moreover, exploring 
the connection between mythology and human 
rights reveals common themes and the 
potential for mythic narratives to bridge cultural 
gaps and promote cross-cultural 
understanding.37 

By unraveling the gap between law and 
mythology, we gain a deeper understanding of 
the intricate relationship between legal systems, 
cultural narratives, and the administration of 
justice. It invites us to appreciate the 
significance of mythic jurisprudence in shaping 
legal norms, values, and our collective 
understanding of the law. 

III. Historical Connections  
Law and mythology have been closely 

intertwined throughout history, with numerous 
historical connections between the two realms. 
These connections can be observed in ancient 
law codes, the role of divine lawgivers, and the 
                                                           
37 Legal service India  https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-11796-
mythic-jurisprudence-unravelling-the-gap-between-law-and-mythology.html ( 
27 june , 2023) 

influence of mythological narratives on legal 
concepts. 

A. Ancient Law Codes and Mythology: 
Ancient civilizations, such as Mesopotamia 

and Greece, developed law codes that were 
deeply influenced by mythology. 

1. Mesopotamian Law Codes: One notable 
example is the Code of Hammurabi, developed 
in ancient Babylon around 1754 BCE. The 
prologue to the code attributes its creation to 
the Babylonian king Hammurabi, who claimed 
to have received the laws from the god 
Shamash. This connection to mythology 
elevated the code’s authority and legitimacy in 
the eyes of the people. 

2. Greek Mythology: Greek law was also 
intertwined with mythology. For instance, the 
origins of laws were often attributed to divine 
figures. Zeus, the king of the gods, was 
associated with the establishment of order and 
justice. Athena, the goddess of wisdom and 
warfare, was credited with the creation of the 
Athenian legal system. These mythological 
associations gave the laws a divine origin and 
bolstered their authority.38 

B. Divine Lawgivers: 
Throughout history, various mythological 

figures have been depicted as divine lawgivers, 
imparting laws and legal principles to humanity. 

1. Moses and the Ten Commandments: In 
Judeo-Christian tradition, Moses is revered as 
the prophet who received the Ten 
Commandments from God on Mount Sinai. 
These commandments, considered 
foundational principles of morality and law, 
became the basis of the Mosaic Law. The divine 
origin of these laws through Moses elevated 
their significance and adherence. 

2. Manu and the Manusmriti: In Hindu 
mythology, Manu is considered the first human 
and the lawgiver. The Manusmriti, attributed to 
Manu, is a legal text that codifies social and 
moral principles for Hindu society. Manu’s role 
as the ancient lawgiver highlights the 
                                                           
38 Legalvidhiya https://legalvidhiya.com/evolution-and-vitality-unraveling-
the-power-of-constitutional-amendments-in-india/ ( 27 june , 2023)  
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connection between mythology and legal 
systems in Hindu culture. 

C. Mythological Influences on Legal 
Concepts: 

Mythological narratives and characters 
have influenced legal concepts and principles, 
shaping societal understandings of justice, 
punishment, and moral responsibility. 

1. The concept of justice in Greek 
mythology: Greek mythology is replete with 
stories of divine retribution and the pursuit of 
justice. The Furies, also known as the Erinyes, 
were mythical goddesses who pursued and 
punished those who committed heinous crimes. 
Nemesis, the goddess of retribution, ensured 
that individuals received their due punishment. 
These mythological concepts of justice and 
divine retribution shaped societal notions of 
fairness and influenced legal systems. 

2. Norse mythology: The legal system of 
the Vikings, known as Norse law, drew upon the 
mythology of Valhalla and Ragnarok. Valhalla 
was a mythical afterlife reserved for warriors 
who died in battle, and Ragnarok was the 
apocalyptic battle between gods and giants. 
These mythic elements influenced Viking legal 
traditions, such as the right to vengeance and 
the concept of honor, which played a significant 
role in their legal system. 

These historical connections between law 
and mythology highlight the deep interplay 
between the two realms. Ancient law codes 
attributed their origin to divine figures, while 
mythological narratives shaped concepts of 
justice and influenced legal systems. 
Understanding these connections allows us to 
appreciate the profound influence of mythology 
on the development of legal principles and 
frameworks.39 

IV. Mythology’s Impact on Legal Systems  
The impact of mythology on legal systems 

can be observed through various avenues, 
including legal symbolism, rituals and 
ceremonies, and the establishment of moral 
                                                           
39 Taxman https://www.taxmann.com/post/blog/opinion-unraveling-the-
mystery-of-genuine-transactions-supreme-court-clears-the-air/?amp ( 27 june 
2023) 

and ethical frameworks. These influences 
highlight the significant role that mythology 
plays in shaping and informing legal institutions 
and practices. 

A. Legal Symbolism: 
Legal systems often incorporate 

mythological figures and motifs in their 
symbolism, architecture, and visual 
representations. 

Architecture and symbolism in courthouses: 
Many courthouses and legal institutions feature 
architectural elements that draw upon 
mythological symbolism. For example, statues 
or reliefs depicting mythological figures such as 
Themis (the Greek goddess of justice), Justitia 
(the Roman goddess of justice), or Maat (the 
Egyptian goddess of truth and justice) can be 
found in courthouses around the world. These 
depictions symbolize the ideal of impartial 
justice and the pursuit of truth. 

B. Depiction of Justice: The association of 
mythological figures with the concept of justice 
is pervasive. Themis, often depicted blindfolded 
with scales and a sword, represents the ideal of 
impartial judgment. Justitia, with her blindfold, 
scales, and sword, embodies the same 
principles. These mythological figures serve as 
powerful symbols of justice within legal systems, 
emphasizing the importance of fairness and 
balance. 

C. Legal Rituals and Ceremonies: 
Mythological elements are incorporated 

into legal rituals, ceremonies, and formalities, 
enriching the symbolic significance of legal 
proceedings. 

D. Oaths and pledges: Many legal systems 
require individuals to take oaths or pledges 
before providing testimony or assuming 
positions of authority. These oaths often invoke 
deities or mythological figures, emphasizing the 
solemnity and truthfulness of the spoken words. 
For example, in courtrooms, witnesses may 
swear on religious texts or make pledges by 
invoking divine figures, highlighting the 
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connection between mythic beliefs and the 
pursuit of justice. 

E. Legal ceremonies and processions: 
Mythological elements are also present in legal 
ceremonies and processions. For instance, in 
the United Kingdom, the State Opening of 
Parliament involves a ceremonial procession 
that includes the monarch and various 
symbolic elements, such as the Sword of State 
and the Cap of Maintenance. These regal 
symbols have roots in mythology and reflect the 
historical ties between legal authority and 
divine or mythic powers. 

F. Moral and Ethical Frameworks: 
Mythology has played a significant role in 

shaping moral and ethical frameworks within 
legal systems, providing a cultural and narrative 
context for societal values and principles. 

G. Moral teachings in mythology: 
Mythological narratives often contain moral 
lessons and teachings that have influenced 
societal values. For example, the story of 
Prometheus in Greek mythology, who defied the 
gods to bring fire to humanity, raises questions 
about the boundaries of power and the pursuit 
of knowledge. Such narratives contribute to the 
development of moral frameworks within legal 
systems by examining notions of right and 
wrong, justice, and individual responsibility. 

H. Mythological dilemmas and ethical 
parallels: Mythical scenarios and dilemmas 
have been used as tools for ethical analysis 
within legal and philosophical discourse. The 
story of King Solomon’s judgment, where he 
resolved a dispute over a baby by suggesting 
cutting it in half, exemplifies the ethical 
challenges faced by decision-makers. These 
mythological parallels provide a framework for 
considering complex ethical issues within legal 
contexts and contribute to the development of 
ethical reasoning. 

The incorporation of mythological 
symbolism, rituals, and moral frameworks in 
legal systems reflects the profound influence of 
mythology on societal values, principles, and 
the pursuit of justice. By drawing upon mythic 
elements, legal institutions seek to instill a sense 

of legitimacy, invoke shared cultural narratives, 
and reinforce ethical norms within the legal 
framework. 

Mythic Elements in Contemporary 
Jurisprudence  

Even in modern times, mythic elements 
continue to find their way into contemporary 
jurisprudence, influencing legal interpretation, 
metaphorical reasoning, the development of 
legal frameworks, and the recognition of 
cultural identity and human rights. 

A. Legal Interpretation and Metaphor: 
Mythological narratives and symbols are 

often employed in legal interpretation to shed 
light on legal concepts, principles, and 
arguments. 

B. Mythological metaphors in legal 
reasoning: Mythological stories and figures are 
used metaphorically to aid in the interpretation 
of legal texts and concepts. For example, the 
concept of the “Sword of Damocles” is often 
invoked in legal discussions to illustrate the 
precariousness and potential consequences of 
power. These metaphors draw upon familiar 
mythological narratives to help explain complex 
legal ideas and enhance understanding. 

C. Archetypal narratives and legal 
arguments: Lawyers and scholars sometimes 
employ archetypal narratives found in 
mythology to support legal arguments. By 
drawing parallels between mythical stories and 
contemporary legal cases, they seek to evoke 
emotions, highlight moral dilemmas, and 
influence the outcome of legal proceedings. 
This utilization of mythic elements expands the 
realm of legal discourse beyond purely 
technical or logical reasoning. 

D. Cultural Identity and Legal Pluralism: 
Mythology plays a crucial role in shaping 

cultural identity and, consequently, in the 
recognition of diverse legal systems and legal 
pluralism. 

A. Indigenous legal systems and mythic 
foundations: Many indigenous communities 
have legal systems rooted in their cultural 
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mythology. These systems draw upon ancestral 
stories, legends, and spiritual beliefs to govern 
social interactions and resolve disputes40. 
Recognizing and respecting the mythic 
foundations of these legal systems is essential 
for fostering cultural identity, self-determination, 
and legal pluralism within societies. 

B. Mythology as a source of legal 
inspiration: Mythic narratives and beliefs are 
often sources of inspiration for the development 
of modern legal frameworks. For example, the 
recognition of indigenous rights and the 
incorporation of customary law in legal systems 
can be influenced by the mythic narratives and 
spiritual practices of indigenous cultures. This 
recognition acknowledges the cultural 
significance of mythology and its impact on 
legal norms and values. 

C. Mythology and Human Rights: 
Mythic narratives and motifs can also 

contribute to human rights discourse by 
highlighting universal themes and fostering 
cross-cultural understanding. 

D. Universal human rights and mythic 
motifs: Mythological stories often explore 
themes of justice, equality, and human dignity, 
which are fundamental to the concept of 
human rights. By identifying commonalities 
across cultural mythologies, human rights 
discourse can tap into these shared motifs to 
promote a more inclusive and universally 
resonant understanding of human rights 
principles. 

E. Using mythology to bridge cultural gaps: 
Mythic narratives can be employed as a bridge 
between different cultural perspectives in 
human rights discussions. By invoking mythic 
stories and symbols, practitioners and scholars 
can create spaces for dialogue, mutual 
understanding, and empathy across diverse 
cultural backgrounds. This approach allows for 
a deeper appreciation of cultural nuances and 
values while advancing the universality of 
human rights. 

                                                           
40 Cambridge https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/cambridge-law-
journal/article/mistaken-registrations-of-land-exploding-the-myth-of-title-by-
registration/C19669772EE4A7167FE1561FE6E7D227 (27 june,2023) 

By recognizing and incorporating mythic 
elements into contemporary jurisprudence, 
legal systems can benefit from a broader and 
more nuanced understanding of legal 
concepts, cultural identity, and human rights. 
Mythic narratives and symbols provide a rich 
resource for legal interpretation, metaphorical 
reasoning, and the development of legal 
frameworks that reflect cultural diversity and 
universal principles. They offer a pathway to 
bridge the gap between law and mythology, 
enabling a deeper engagement with the 
complex and intertwined nature of human 
societies and their legal systems. 

Conclusion  

The presence of mythic elements in 
contemporary jurisprudence underscores the 
enduring influence of mythology on legal 
systems. From legal interpretation and 
metaphorical reasoning to the recognition of 
cultural identity and human rights, mythology 
continues to shape and inform legal 
frameworks. By acknowledging and embracing 
mythic 

In conclusion, the relationship between law 
and mythology is a complex and fascinating 
one. Throughout history, we have seen how 
mythology has influenced legal systems, from 
ancient law codes attributed to divine lawgivers 
to the incorporation of mythic symbolism and 
rituals in legal practices. Mythology has played 
a significant role in shaping moral and ethical 
frameworks, providing cultural context and 
narrative foundations for legal principles. 

Even in contemporary jurisprudence, mythic 
elements continue to have an impact. They are 
employed in legal interpretation and 
metaphorical reasoning, shedding light on 
complex legal concepts and enhancing 
understanding. Mythology also plays a crucial 
role in recognizing cultural identity and legal 
pluralism, especially in indigenous legal 
systems rooted in mythic foundations. 
Moreover, mythic narratives contribute to 
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human rights discourse by highlighting 
universal themes and bridging cultural gaps. 

By unraveling the gap between law and 
mythology, we gain a deeper understanding of 
the intricate relationship between legal systems, 
cultural narratives, and the administration of 
justice. The incorporation of mythic elements in 
contemporary jurisprudence allows for a more 
nuanced and inclusive legal framework that 
respects cultural diversity while upholding 
universal principles. Recognizing the 
significance of mythic jurisprudence invites us 
to appreciate the profound influence of 
mythology on the development of legal norms, 
values, and our collective understanding of the 
law. 
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